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ApplnNo.: 08/935,717 
Amendment Dated: December 10, 2004 
Reply to Office Action of September 30, 2004 

Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

11. (canceled) ^ 

^^(currently amended) The test kit of claim^-Hr wherein said assay device comprises a 
porous carrier strip disposed within a hollow casing, said porous carrier strip having the detection 
zone, and wherein an assay result is revealed by specific binding of the labeled reagent within 
the detection zone. 

13. (canceled) t -. 




(currently amended) The test kit of clainvlgfB; wherein the switch actuator comprises a 
fixed projecting portion and a displaceable projecting portion, and wherein the contact portion 
has 

a recess for receiving the fixed projecting portion, but not the displaceable projecting 
portion, when the assay device is correctly positioned in the reading device; and 

an interface portion that contacts and displaces the displaceable projecting portion when 
the assay device is correctly positioned in the reading device. 

15. (canceled) 

16. (canceled) 

17. (canceled) 

U IX? currently amended) The test kit of claim^^ wherein the projecting lip portion is 

disposed at an end of the slot, and engages an end of the elongate assay device during insertion of 
the assay device into the slot. 

19.-22 (canceled) 

^ST tly T C H dCd) A te ** Mt fpr determin inp nualitati v H y or quantify ^ 
an analvte in a fluid sampl* sa id test kit mmp ^^. """^ L " £ - i 

an assay device , .said assay device having a rfet^.i™ 7 one , wh^n th. r r»,» n ~ 
of the analvte m toe fluid samnle is indict h v accumu] a tir>n ^ iabcL relent 
Within the detection znmy qnri ™* WC i gg reagent, 
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ApplnNo.: 08/935,717 

Amendment Dated; December 1 0, 2004 

Reply to Office Action of September 30, 2004 

&> a reading device effective to detect labele d reagent. said reading device 

comprising means for initiation of the readi ng device to detect labeled reagent in 
the detection sone. 

wherein the means for initiation of said reading device comprises a switch actuator, and wherein 
gaid assay device comprises a contact portion, sai d contact portion and said switch actuator 
engaging m a lock-and-ke v enpag emen^ 

wherein the reading device further comprises means for press i ng an assay device inserted into tho 
reading device against t he switch actuator , 

Wherein the reading device farther comprises a c a m that deflects the assay device awav from rhe 
Witch actuator unless the assay device is correctl y positioned within the rea ding dwyf^, 

Thtti^t Ulufauin22, wherein the assay device is elongate, and wherein the reading device has 
a slot into which the assay device is at least partially inserted through a mouth for reading of the 
assay device, and wherein the slot has at least one projecting lip portion extending over the. 
mouth of the slot, said lip portion acting to retain the assay device within the slot when correctly 
positioned therein, 

Wherejn, sajd means for initiation of the reading dev ice engages the assay device in a lock-and'- 
key interaction , thereby forming a lock-and-kev interactio n between the reading device and the 
assay dev»ce whereby the reading device is initiated in r esponse to and only when said ^ m 
d . eyape >s properly positioned in lock-and-kev eng ag ement within said reading device and the 
lock-and-kev interaction is formed 

£ >»T^reviously presented) The test kit of claim Jrwherein the projecting lip portion is disposed 
" at an end of the slot, and engages an end of the elongate assay device during insertion of the 
assay device into the slot. 

25. - 27. (canceled) 

^ ^currently amended) A tat Kit for determining nmlitativelv or T ,^ Mfa pVa i v ^ p rft rtf 

ananalvteinafl^dsamnl^^t estkitcomnnainp. ***** P * m ° J 

^ M M SfrV «fcYto . IWidMWV device having a detection ^ ne , wherein th„ r ~ n „ 

Within the detection gon<v and 
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ApplnNo.: 08/935,717 

Amendment Dated: December 10, 2004 

Reply to Office Action of September 30, 2004 

a reading device effecti ve to detect labeled reagent, y ^d ridi ng device 
comprising means for initiation of the reading device to detect labeled reagent in 
the detection zone. 

wherein the means for initiation of said reading device comprises a switch actuator, and wherein 
said assay device comprises a contact portion, sai d contact portion and said switch actuator 
engaging in a lock-and- kev engagement 

wherein the switch actuator comprises a fixed projecti n g portion and a disnlaceable p rojecting 
portion, and wherein the contact pprtjpn Hi 

ft recess for receiving the fixed nroiectinp portion, but n o t the displflcenble projecting 
portion, when the assay device is correctly positioned in the reading device! and 

an interface portion that contacts and dispfaces the mspla ceable projecting portion when , 
the assay device is correctly positione d in the reading nV yjr.ft, 

Wherein the reading device further comprises means fo r pressing an assay device inserted into tn<» 
reading device against t he switch actuator 

wherein the reading device further comprises a cam t h at deflects the assay device awav from the 
Switch actualor unless the assay device is correctly position ed within the reading device 

Tbutuil kit uf dduii 27; wherein the assay device, is elongate, and wherein the reading device has 
a slot into which the assay device is at least partially inserted through a mouth for reading of the 
assay device, and wherein the slot has at least one projecting lip portion extending over the 
mouth of the slot, said lip portion acting to retain the assay device within the slot when correctly 
positioned .therein, • 

wh , erefo Sajd meang for initiation of the reading device e n gages the assay device in a Ip rfr-pnfl- 
KfiY i nteraction, thereby forming a lock-and-kcv interaction W een the reading device and th» 
assay fleece whereby the reading device is initiated in resnnn^ to a n d only wh*n «„iH mm 
device 18 properly ppsitjon , erf jr, lock-and-kev engagement within sai d reading device and % . 
lock-and-ke v interaction i« forrn pd, ~ 

C (previously presented) The test kit of claim ^wherein the projecting lip portion is disposed 
at an end of the slot, and engages an end of the elongate assay device during insertion of the 
assay device into the slot 



(previously presented) A test kit for determining qualitatively or quantitatively the presence 
of an analyte in a fluid sample, said test kit comprising; . 
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ApplnNo.:. 08/935,717 

Amendment Dated: December 10, 2004 

Reply to Office Action of September 30, 2004 

(a) an assay device, said assay device having a detection zone, wherein the presence 
of the analyte in the fluid sample is indicated by accumulation of a labeled reagent 
within the detection zone; and 

(b) a reading device effective to detect labeled reagent, said reading device 
comprising means for initiation of the reading device to detect labelled reagent in 
the detection zone, 

wherein said means for initiation of the reading device engages the assay device in a lock-and- 
key interaction, whereby the reading device is initiated in response to and only when said assay 
device is properly positioned in lock-and-key engagement within said reading device, wherein 
the assay device is elongate, and wherein the reading device has a slot into which the assay 
device is at least partially inserted through a mouth for reading of the assay device, and wherein 
the slot has at least one projecting lip portion extending over the mouth of the slot, said lip 
portion acting to retain the assay device within the slot when correctly positioned therein. 

31.-36. (canceled) 
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